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Winning and losing. It’s a fact of life that we will all experience
oth. Of course, it's always better to win than to lose, right?
Or is it really about how we play the game? We're taught from
to er—hooc[q, it's about how we ay the game, but as we get o der
(bu’c not much older, ['ve no’ciceg) it's all about winning. We only
use the pl’lrase it’s how you play the game’ when we ave,or
someone we love, has lost. Have you ever won something and said
to yourself or your team, “Yeah, we won big, but we couil’ve
layed so mucﬁ better”? 1 douL’c it. We revel in the victory and
Feave the trite sayings to the losers. “How we play the game” has
ecome more o an explanation for osing than a goal to strive
or.

Our son, Nicholas, is a Bear Scout. For the third year in a row
he has eagerly participated in all his scouting events, to include
the annual Pinewood Der})y. For those of you not familiar wit
this sadistic event, about two months before the race, each boy is
given a block ot balsa wood, four nails and four wheels and tofl
to make a car out ot it that weighs no more and no less than 5
oz. Worlzshops are set up with parents s’cancling over their scouts
and a band saw as the scout cuts, sands, paints and creates a
masterpiece that will run, litera y, a Tour-second race against an-
other Luddy in his den. The stress is unbe ievable, even for the
veteran racers (and I'm not taﬂeing about the leicls, here).
Information is available all over the internet to make the fastest,
sleekest car. The drive (pun intended) is to win! But what about
playing the game?

Admi’c’ce(ﬂy, I'm an overachiever in most things, so I've managed
to 12eep our lives fairly “normal” while Jim's been eployed.
However, scouts was one thing [ just didn’t have the time to in-
vest in. That was always Jim’s departmen’c. And maleing a car
out of a tiny piece of wood? I don’t think so. So, Poppy Pagano
came to the rescue. er helping my Eagle Scout-brother
through his Pinewood Derbies 25+ years ago, he was the man
for the jo}). He flew to Kansas from New York in early ﬂanuary
to help Nicholas build the car. One weekend and a 72-hour
turn-around and Nicholas had a car. In the fouowing weeks
Nicholas sanded and paintecl it and made it reacly for race day.
Poppy returned Friday before the race to he p insta and balance
the wheels, meticulously a and remove tiny weights, then spray
the wheels with graphite so there would be no friction. The car
was measured and weighed, deemed “good to go” and was “im-
pounded" for racing ’cﬁe next day. The races iegan and within
10 minutes (I'm not leidding) it was over. The top three winners
were given ’crop}lies, the top two would go on to race other scouts
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in other dens and the other 5 boys received a certificate, a
atch and a sparle plug hanging f)rlom a string. You proLa}Jl
now where ['m going wit this. Nicholas was not one of the

top three - and he was cartbroken. And, this wasn’t the first

year that happened. He's efinitely learning the harder lesson
of “how you play the game”.

No matter how much we told him that his car was, lay far, the
best looking one in his den, it wasn’t good enough.
Understanfa]aly, Nicholas wanted to win. It was a quiet, tear-
ful drive home. Just as we walked in the door, Jim called to
see how the race went. He knew it could be bad, aving been
there before. Between the two of us, we impressed upon
Nicholas that it rea//y was about how you play the game.
Having his Poppy here to help him, that ]jonding time to-
get}ler when his daddy couldn’t be with him, that’s more im-
portant than winnin any race. It might be hard to digest
that as a 9-year-old, but, as Jim’s mom said in an email to
Nicholas, “I know you and Poppy must have had a great time
working on that car. I can just hear you two chattering away
about the colors and where you are going to put them on the
car. | can see your eyes sparkling and your smiling faces. Tt
was a labor of love on bot your parts. So you both came
out winners because you got to spend all that super time to-
gether. As you get older you will look back on those times
and realize how precious they were.”

Our team is also in an unl)elievalaly difficult race. Winning is
every’chin in the game ’chey’re playing. “Losing is not an op-
tion” as they say. But what about how they’ve played the
game? ey've made strides with the Iraqi’s in their sector
that the previous team never hopecl to achieve. When Jchey
turn their sector over to their replacements next month they
can do so with an extreme sense of pride in what ’they’ve ac-
complished. They’ve built a strong ]iounda’cion that subse-
quent teams can build and improve upon. ey may not
have won yet, but Jchey will lzeep trying, as N icholas will in
Pinewood Derbies yet to come. Eventuauy, both will be victo-
rious because the main goal was how they played the game.

"We will either find a way or make one."
-Hanibal
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today.
- Ghardles Jchaltz

3rd Brlgacle BTT Famllles Out & Aloout

Sunny with some very artistic kids at Paradise Park in Louise has taken up a new hol)l)y in Korea -
Kansas City (Emma, Brody, Liam & Colby). snow]soarcling!

b
) 11/04/2006

Happy Birthday!
"Lacly Yolanda" l)eing escorted by her two handsome

Gla(lys Caicedo- F‘el)ruary 3 men, "Duke Henry" & "Duke George" at the Krewe of

According to mom, Candace, Nicholas

would rather eat the snow than pla.y in it!

Just Iike 2 man! Carlos Caicedo - Fe})ruary 20 Selene Ball. Mardi Gras is February 20th!

Jeff Bouillon - February 20
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Rest assured that, a/téo;g/& we are gelling exceted a/éwwyoilgy flome, we are
conlaumng o take every precaulcon that we can. We stcll ﬁe(%/'lﬂ/ all ((y[ the
necessary /ﬁ&m/u'/gy/ steps o ensure that we move and operate as &gﬁ(é/ as

. "
/u)&uﬁl&

LI6 (%'n/ Redewine

; . o ¢ 2 &5 SRy R *fg
Proud to be an American! Our American ﬂag is displayed
by our team and 1LT Fry, SFC Lopez, PFC Chapman and
PFC Todo who are from 1-9 CAV 1SF cell in Mosul.

Nicholas & Poppy Pagano show off the Pinewood
Derl)y car ’chey built together for this year's race.

Notes from The Team Leader
The team is no 10nger at FOB Nimur near Sinjar. Over

New Years, we moved about an hour east to FOB Sylzes near
Tal Afar. Altllougll we moved, we still work with the same
Iraqis in Sinjar. The one hour commute is a little tedious
but not nearly so bad as the commute that our battalion
teams endure. The up side of l)eing in FOB Sylees is the
Vas’cly improved Quality of Life that we enjoy. We now get
three hot meals cooked l)y a food contractor every (J.ay. Also,
we have hooches that don't 1ea12, showers that have relial)ly
hot water, and we have a large conference room out of which
we can all worle, together, Back in FOB Nimur, we worked
out of separate huts and thus lost considerable synergy.

Recen’cly, the team has been Jcraveling quite a bit. We are get-
ting around our sector as much as possi]nle, prior to the end
of our tour. We still have a number of goals and missions
that we llope to accomplish with the IBP. We also want to 1ay

a good, foundation for our replacements.

With the end of our tour's l)eing not long from now, we are
furiously Worleing through the administrative paperworlz that
we must complete. Evalua’cions, awards and baclges must be

sent to Iraq Assistance Group (IAG) for processing.

Rest assured that although we are getting excited about going
home, we are continuing to take every precaution that we
can. We still perform all of the necessary planning steps to

ensure that we move and operate as safely as possible.

-LTC Jim Redwine
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Homefront Health - The Countdown Begins
Homefires Book Club Book of the Month

Sunny's Movie Review

sunny's Movie Leview

A Nigllt at the Museum
starring Ben Sti//er, Ouwen ‘Vi/son, and Robin Williams

Liam had been l)eg ing me to take him to see this movie, | was
also a little hesitant to take him because I was afraid that he would be scared
when the museum “came to 1ife", but I took my chances and decided to take
him. This film has lots of visuals for children pirus some hiclclen, more adult
gags. Ben Stiller does what he does best &uring the hilarious chaos that en-
sues when he takes a jol) at the local museum. It was great to see actors like
Micleey Rooney and Dick Van Dylze; these guys have been in cinema tor
years. Robin Williams was also very tunny. The war between the Wild West
and Rome were hilarious. There was of course a love interest and life drama
going on which was very good and helped, make the film that bit more inter-
esting to the grown ups. But, don't set yourself up to see a fantastic, revolu-
tionary film as you wﬁ be disappointecl. However, if you want a bit of fun,
manyr{aughs and interesting conversations with your ﬁ,ids about historical

facts...check this film out! I give this film 3 out of 4 M16’s.

Homefires Book Club - Februarv Selection

The Friday Night Knitting Club
l)y Kathleen ]acon

Georgia Walker's entire life is wrapped up in running her knittin

store, Walker and Daughter, and caring tor her 12—year—olcl claugﬁter, Dakota.
With the elp ot Anita, a lively widow in her seventies, Georgia starts the
Fri&ay Night Khnitting Club, which draws loyal customers and a few oddballs.
Darwin Ciiu, a feminist gracl stuclent, believes lznitting is downright
old—fasllionecl, but she's drawn to the club as her young marriage threatens
to unravel. Lucie, 42, a television producer, is about to become a mother
for the first time--witlmut a man in her life. Brash book editor KC finds

her career has stalled unex ec’cecﬂy while brilliant Peri works at Walker

and Daug}lter lay day an gesigns I’uancu)ags at nig}lt. Georgia gets her own
taste of upheaval when Dakota's father reappears, hoping for a secon

chance. TlLe yarn piclzs up steam as it draws to a conc usion, and an
unexpectecl ’cragecly makes it impossil)le to put down.

“It is unpleasant business to eject a skunk, but someone has to do it.”

Chicago Tribune Editorial Board
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